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eondamn it ot large, and dencunee |

it as unworthy of those gentlemen
and disrespoctlul to this commu-
nity."”

After pointing out the impolicy
and impropriety of thin apparont
sffort 10 evido thoe laws, the Nows
adds, with emphasis, is decided
conden.nation §

"“The Secrelary's lotter clearly
shows that the laws of Cougress,
both in letlor und spirit, prohibit an
importution for thesa purposes [as
slnves or approntices] to any part
of the Unitl States. Does it be-
soma Sauthern eiuzensto undertake
or countenance elandestine violu-
tiona of the laws of the lund?
Those laws are not aloue Federal
enaatments j they sro also the laws
of South Carolina by hor own legis-
Intion,  Ilor act of 1835 provides
that it shall net be lawfel for quy
froe negro or porson of color 10
migrate into this State, or be brough
cor introducad into it limits, under
any pretext whatever, by land or by
water,” Theo enactment is gonoral
as to nll the African uncnsluved
race from any part of the worll,
Does it bheeome Carolinions, and
the comity of the Sinto with the
others, 1o violate the spirit of thiy
law, und to attemipt to introdueo
such interdicted peraony into other
States, or to bring them throngh
other States into thiy ¥

The Courior publishes the letter
without sommant.

Lettor from the Secratary of the Treasury.

TreAsuRY DapanrmenT,
Mav 22, 1868,

Sie: It appoara frem your lotter
of 20th April, 1858, that application
has heen made to you by Messrs, I,
Lafitte & Co., merchants, of Charlos-
ton, 8, C,, *to clear tha American
ahip Richard Cobden, W, I, Bluel,
muster, burden 750 31.95 tons, forthe
ocast of Alrion, for the purpuse of

The Stwe Trade.
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taking o1 bourd African emigrants,in
ascordance with the United States
passenger Jaws, and returning with
the swme to a porl of the United
States,”

You nsk the opinion of the Do-
partment upon the proprioty of your
pranting or rofusing the applicativn,
The quostion is an important oue,
and 1 have delayed an answer to
your letter wmiil I counld give the
subject u proper examination,

Tha form in which thjs upplication
ig presented involvan the question
in some ombarrassment,  The ob-
juet of the applicants must ho cither
o import Alricans, te be disposod
ofus slaves, or to bo bound 1o dnbar
or sorvice, or elie to bring thom
o the country like other enngrants,
10 ba entitled on their arrival to all
the rights and privilsgos of freemen,
{n vither of'the two first named con-
lingencies the object wonld be so
olearly and manifestly against the
Inws of the United States vs 1o lonve
to o for doubt or hesitntion, 1
deem it proper, however, to sl
your atiention ta the provisions of
thoso lawe, as thay indicate vory
clearly the goeneral policy of the
Government on the subject of Af
rican impaortation,

Prior to the 1st of Janunry, 1808,
the time fixed by the Constitution
whon Congress wonld bo auhorizod
to prohibit such imporiation, the
nots of Rd March, 1784, (1.347)
aud 10th May, 1800, (R.70,) were
pussed.  These lawa indicato the
strong opposition felt at that time
to the Alfrican slave trade, Thae
sulmeqient act of Rd March, 1807,
(2. 426,) and 20h April, 1818, (3.
450, ns well as the aets of 3l
Mareh, 1819, 83.532,) and 16:h
Muy, 1820, (3.000,) show net ouly
the promptness with  which  the
power wan exercisad by Congress
of prohibiting this trade 1o the Unitar!
States, bat (hey also hear evidenes
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of the stern purposs of enforeing
their provisions by savere penalties
and large expenditures. The legis-
lation of the slaveholding Siates'
prior to 1808 exhibils the fact that|
the firet steps taken for its suppros- |
sion wero inauguraled by them. i

There is no subject upan which
tha statute books of our country
afford more conclusive evidence
than the general opposition avery
where felt 1o the continuance of the
African elave trade.

By reference to the neta of 1794
and 1800, ngninst the slave trade
generally, it will be seen that their
operalion was confined 1o slaves eo
fomine. The firsi section of the acl
of 1794 provides : ;

The language of the act of 1800
is the same in thia respect. Both
contemplate, in general termy, (he
preveution of the trade in slaves.
When, however, in 1807, and sub-
sequent thareto, Congress uuder-
took to prevent the importation of
slaves into the United States, (he
language of the law was made more
stringent and comprehensive, The
first section of the act of 1807
provides :

“ That from and afler the first day
of January, ome thousand eight
hundred and eight, it shall not he
lawful 1o import or bring into the
United Siales or the Tertitories
thereof, from any foreign kingdom,

| place, or country, any regro, mulat-

“That no citizen or ¢itizens of |
the United States or foreigner, or
any other person coming into or re-
siding within the samn, shall, for|
himself or uny other person what-
soever, ¢ither as masier, factor, or
owner, build, i, equip, load, or
otherwise prepare any ship or vessel
within any port or pluce of 1he said
United Siates, nor shall cause any
ship or vessel 1o sail from any port
or place wilhin the same for the
purpose of currying on any trade or
trallic 4n slaves to any foreign coun-
1ry ; or for the purpose of procuring
from any foreign kingdom, place or
country, the inhabitams of sueh
kingdom, place, or country, to be
transported to any {oreign country,
porl, or place whalever to be sold
or disposed of as sloves; and if any
ship or vessel shall be so fied out
as aforesaid for the said purposes,
or shall be caused to sailso us wfores
snid, every such ship or vassel, her
tackle, furniture, apparal, and other
appurtenances, shall be forfeited to
the United States, and shall be linble
to be seized, prosecuted, and con-
domned in any of the circuit eourts
or distriet court for the district where
the said ship o1 vesssl may be found
and sejzed."”

'the introduction

to, or person of color, with intent ta
haold, sell, or dispose of such negre,
mulatto, or person of color, as a
slave, or {o be held {o service oy lnbor,”

This law seeks not only to prevent
into the United
States of slaves from Africn, but any

| negro, mulatto, or person of color,

whether introdueed as slaves, or fo
bé held {o service or lobor. Whether
or not the wisdom of our fathers
foresaw at that early day that efforts
would be made, under a pretended
ﬂpprenlice system, to renew the
glave trade undev another name, I
cttanot undertake to say; but the
ianguage of the law which they
have left to ua on the atatute hook
teaves no doubt of the fact that they
intended 1o provide, in the most
unequivocal manner, against the in-
crease of that olass of population by
immigration from Africa, No one
eould then have contemplated an
object for which African emigrants
would be brooght to this country
which is not clearly guarded against
and forbidden by ihe law to which
1 am now referring.

It is only necessary to ndd that
subsequent neis on the subject con-
tain (he same language. Thia vjaw
of the subject is strengthened by
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reforenga to tha provisions of thellT have before referred, restrnined

act of 28th February, 1503, (2,2045.)
Tha first acction of that act is as
follows :

“That, from and ofier the first

other persow, shall imporl or bring,
ar cauge to be imported or brooght,
any negro, mulatte, or other person
of eolor, not being n native, eitiven,
or registered semnnn of the United
Staten, or senmen natives of goun.
trins boyond the Cnpe of Goad Hope,

into any port ar place of the United

Statos, which port or place shall be

mituated in any State which by law |

has prohilited, ar shall prolibit, the
admission or importation of sueh
negro, malatio, or other person of
color; and if suy eaptain or masloer
aforesuid, or dny other person, shall
impori or bring, or canse 1o bo im-
ported or hrought, into uny of the
parts or plnces nloresnid, any of the
persons whose ndmission or impos-
tation ja prohibited as aforesaid, he

shall forfeit and pay the sum of one |

thousand dollars fur each and every
nogre, mulatto, or other parson of
volor aforesaid, brought or imported
as aforesaid, (o be sued for and re-
covored by action of debt in uny
court of the United Sutes—onc.
half theroof to the use of tha United
States, the other hall to any person
or persons prosecuting for the peu-
alty; and in any nelion institnted
for the recovery of the ponally afore.
said, the person or persons sued
may be held to speoinl boil: Provi-
ded always, That nothing in this ast
ghall bo constroed to rohibit the
admission of Indinns.”

It will be seen that Congress, by
this net, undertook to eo-oporato
with theso Sttes which, by Suato
legislation, hid interposed to pro.
vent the importation of negroes ju-
10 this counlry, At that time the
constitntional prohibition to which

Congross (rom the oxereise of the
nbsohtie power of prohibiting such
importation,  The Siates, however,

i being undor no suel resteaint, had
day ol April next, no master or cap-

tmin of any ship or vessel, or nuy

,ineeveral instances adopied meos-
cures of their ewns and the act of
| 1803 shows the prompiness of the
| Goenernl Government jn exercising
Ewlintaver power it possessed in fyr=
rtheranee ol the objeet.  The lan-
Lgenage of this net is important in an-
i other view.  Towill be observed that
Fits ohjeet iy to prevent the idporta-
tion into the United Siates of ¢ any
negra, mulatto, or other person of
color, not being ® native, a citizen,
or registerad serman of the United
States, or senmen natives of eouna-
trics heyond the Cape of Good
Hope 1Lis not eoniined to slaves
or negroes bound 1o lubar, bnt con-
teinplies  the  exelusion, in the
brondest terms, of nll =uch peraons,
without regard {o the charncter in
which they may be brought, Tt ex-

Feludes free porsons as well as slavea

and pewsons bound to labor or serw
vice, Tha only limitwion in the
ael is, that U iy counfined to such
persons as aro prevented by the
Inws ol any of the Stules from being
imporied futo sueh States, At that
lime there existed laws of some of
the: States, not only prohibiting the
introducticn of negro staves, but
ulstr fren negroen. Tndeod the poliey
of the slaveholding States hay al-
ways boen opposed to the insronso
of ity free negro population s and i
in proper here Lo remark that at the
present time that poliey s more
eatnestly sustnined in those States
than dt uny previous poriod of their
history.

After this veference (o the lows
nn the sulject it is hardly neeossary
Ut repeat thit i tho application of
Messrs, Lafitte nmt Co. contems
platos the jotroduclion of nogroes

ity the United States lrom Alries,
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either in the character of slaves ot tolernnt much less a cordial wel-

4s apprentices bound to servies or | comen

Iabor, it is clearly in violation of
both the letter and spirit of the law,
and cannot be granted,

The form of the application made
by Messrs. Lafitte & Co. would scem
1o contemplate the introdustion into
the United States of negroes from
Africa, entitled, on thejr arrival, to
ali the rights and privileges of free-
men, The proposition, wpon is
face, is so absurd that it is hardly
worthy ofserious refutation, Messra,
Lafitte & Co. ask us to lalieve that

their vessel, Rited oot in the port of

Charleston, South Carolina, is going
upon & voyage to Alriea Lo bring to
some port in the United States a
eargo of free negroes. The port to
which the vessel expects to return
is not indicated, [t cannot be the
one from which it sails, nor any
other port in the State of Seuth Ca-
rulina, as the introduction of free
negroes into that State is wisely
prohibited by stringent laws and
heavy penalties. Il cannot be the
port of any other staveholding State,
as similer laws in each of those
States alike forhid it. The reason
for such laws is so manifest that |
do not feel called vpan either to
produce the evidence of their exist-
ence or to justify the poliey which
led to their edoption, Itissufficient
o know that the public mind of that
sgclion ol the Union is not maore
cordially agreed upon any one sub-
ject than upon the propriety and
necessity of prohibiting, as far as
possible, an increase of the free no-
gro population; and hence the laws
to which I refor, prohibiting their
importation from any place, Can
it be that Mesars, Lafitle & Co. pro-
pose to return, with their cargo of
froo negroos, o u port in some of
ihe non.slaveholding States? I am
not aware of n single Stule where
thege new-comers would receive a

i whilst, by stringent laws and
| constitutionn! provisions, some of
them have provided for their uncon-
ditional exclusion.

Liooking beyond the legislation
which has been had on the subject
by the General Government, and
both the slaveholding and the non-
slaveholding States, I may be per-
mitted to refer, in this sannexion,
to the various, repeated, and earnest
ellorts which have been made in
overy section of the Union to pro-
vide for the removal from our midst
of this most unfortunate class.—
However variant the motivas which
have induced these efforts with dif-
ferent persons, in different sections
of the country, they all exhibit an
earnest desire to diminish rather
than inerease the free negro popu-
lation. This public opinion, thus
manifested in every form, is familiar
to every one, and it would be doing
great injustice o the intelligence of
Messrs, Lafitte & Co. to suppose
that they alone were ignorant of jt.
Where, then, do they proposs to
land their cargo of free negroes?
What is the motive which indoces
the enterprise 7 It cannot be the
profite of the voyage. There are no
African emigrants seeking a passage
to this country; and, if there were,
they have no meana of remunerating
Messrs, Lafitie & Co. for bringing
them., The motive cannot bo mere
philanthropy, for it would confer no
benefit upnn these negroes lo bring
them to our shores, where, if per
milted to Tand t all, it would enly
be 16 occupy our pesi-huuses, hos-
pitals, and prisons. To halieve, un-
der the circumstances, that there is
2 bona fide purpose on the part of
Messra, Lafite & Co. to bring Afri-
can emigrants to this country to en-
joy the rights and privileges ef free-
men, would require an amount of

credulity that would justly subjeet
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the person so believing to the charge || violate the laws of the country; but
of menwl imbeeility.  The convies ; in this ense it is put so clearly be-

tion i irresistivle, that tho object of |
tha proposed enterprise is to bring|
thoso ** Alrican emigronts’ into the|
country with the view either of mak-
ing slaves of them or of holding|
thum o sorvice or labor. Tfso, it|
is an attempt to evado the lnwy of |
the country on the subject of Afvi-;
can importation, to which I have;
called your auention.  Qvdinarily it .
would be an wnsafe rale for n public|
oflicor w0 act upon the suspicion of}
& purpose on the part of another to!

youd the reach of doubt that [ think
that you not only ean, but that you
arg in duty bound to act upon the
presumption that it is the intentinn
of Mogsra, Lalina & Co. 10 evade
the laws of the United States, and
you shonld aceordingly refuse their
vessel the olsarance asked (or,
Eam, very respeetfully,
Howerny Conn,
Seerelary of the Treasury
Wm. T. Coleock, Isq.,
Jollector of Cuslems, Charleawon,

Horrors of the Slave Trade.
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A letter from the U. 8. Frigutg
Peowhattan, dated at Jamoestown, St
Helenn, Fobruary 1at, 1858, appear-
od some time since in the New York
Journal of Commerce, The wriler
suys

“T have just witnessed a sight,
which may my eyes never behold
agnin——a SpaveER! Telimbed up ita
gidle; T walked its dochs; T went
into the hold; Isat down upon the
planks where human beings like
myself and mine—men, women wnd
ohildren, bind sat o short time bofors,
but manacled and fettered; and,
whore they had sighed, sickened,
and many had died, and then been
thrown into  the deep,~without
prayer, without coflin, and withom
shroud, just ns doge, whan dead, ars
tossed into the deep. But all wae
silent pow; not n living form was
asen; not n sigh was heard ; not o
tear wna shad; while fancy, loft iree
to do ils worlk, filled the slavo.deck
with groans, skaletons, corpaes, and
death,  Here and there I picked up
# rude artielo of woad, whittled jnto

soma shape like & comb ar spogn,

by the wrotehod prisoners, or u pigen |

T A PISMANTLED AHIP.,

of their manacles and chains, or n
ool of steel or iron used in fasten-
ing and remaking their manacles
and fetters; while the whole scens
stomed to be made present and
living by the frogment ol a shell
which had been fired into the slaver
by the British urmed steamer which
capturad it, T walked, and sar, and
mused, and then rose, nnd walked,
and mused again, unable to realize
where I wag, and what T aaw, [
had read of alavers, and the middle
passnge, in my boyhood, the verses
of Cowper were burnt into my
memory, and rang in my ears, and
tears would flow for scenos of iin-
nginod griel,  But hero was the
reality I Iwae standing in the midst
of all its horrors. It was no phan-
tom I saw; the infernal reality wan
beflore me, living, moving, palpuble;
Laaw it; Ttouched it; I'stood upon
it; I descendod into its pit of the
blackness of darkness; and more
truly thun Jonah *from the belly of
hell erted unto the Lord,! ¢ “
Gloom and silence reigned around
it. All tho vosscls in Lhe hurbor
soomod Lo shun it as a plague-spot,
aied anchored at a distance; and
when tho Aags of all nutions guyly
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flaunted upon the breeze, no colors !
disported from this sullen, dismal
keel. Deathreigned! and as much |
by day as by night. The mystery |
was solved, when upon inquiry T
was told it was & slever recently
caplured on the ceast of Africa, and
proh pudor! an American slaver,
Tad worse still, a Connectiout alaver ! |
#® L} *» % L]

"The slaver is a brigantine, and |
was baill about four years ago in|

New London, Connecticut. It was!
udmirably constructed for speed, be-
10 something less than 150 feet in
ength, by less than thirty in width,
and having a measurement of 220
tons. The hold was entirely empty.

* * The hold had been
floored from slem to stern, though
the flooring was now removed, and
0ot a trace of il was to be seen,
Thus the hold is about equally divi.

ded horizontally, the upper division
being the skwe deck, which is not
above four feet and & half high, The
Zangway leading to the slave deck
i the only aperture for light and air,
and even this is in part defeated in
its object by the heavy iron grating
which is thrown over it to prevent
the escape of the slaves in case of
mutiny, und which is never reinoved
except when a gang of slaves is
taken up for air and washing, Thus
the wretches who carry on this de-
testable traffic, seem to desire to

cham Heaven's free and sweet boun-
ties as well as human limbs. Neth.
ing can be imagined more dismal
than this dreary, empty lioid, a great
caverh now, and once had heen &
tomb, full of dead men's bodies if
not bones, and all mander of un-
cleanness. [ have been in old and
venerated tombs, but none so horri.
ble as this, which had been the great
sarcophagus of six kundred lving hu-
muan deings. It was frightful 1p'lpok ;
it was frightful to listen; my own

seeming to echo the sighs and dying
groans of the poor creswres who
had been half-suffocated here, or
who had sickened and died here:
and T hurried up from this inferne
which men had built for their un.
offending fellowe. * s .

"' To locate sizx hundred and fifty
JAfricans within the space afforded

by the slave-deck of so small a ves-

sel, required the utmost eompression
and compaciness compatible with
life, and had not ao large a portion
been mere children, they could not
have been stowed away, I wastold
the following method was employed
o economize space. The Alricans
were placed in rows, face to face,
lengthwise of the deck, and each
one running one leg between the
lega of the one sitting opposite.
Another row wag placed back to
back agaiust the exterior row first

:segted, and thus the whole deck

was almost a solid mass of living
human flesh. To keep them stil]
and powarless, and prevent insur.
rection, a ring was put on one ancle,
to which an iron bar was attached
whiah reached up to the body, and
to which the manacies were fastened
which were put on their wrists,
Thus sitnated, row facing row, and
legs interlaced with legs, a long iron:
barran along over the line of ancles,
to which the irons were attached
which fastened the feet. Thus near-
iy all motion of the body and exer-
cise of the limbs was impossible,
men in the stocks having as much
hberty as they had, with all the ad-
vantages of light and air. Even for
a day, such a position would be
painful and almost intolerable ; what
then a passage from continent to
continent, over the broad Atlantie,
amidst storms and calms, aud suffo~
cation, and occupying often sixly

| days and more!

“Oecoasionally the slaves are teken

voice and tread almost startled me,

on deck in gangs, where they mny
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breathe the pure air a short time, |
and where they are washed by hav-
ing buckets of salt water thrown
upon them, their festers and man-
acles yet remaining on them, and
the salt water washing the sores and
raw flesh which theirsiuting position
on the hard planks, theit pressing
agninst each other, together with
the gailing irons, have made.”

ANOTHER SLAVER.

“The scuttling of a New York
slave ship, off the east end of Long
Island, and the subsequent arrest of
six of her crew, ineluding the mate,
contributes to keep alive the excite-
ment on the subject of the slave
trade, whieh was raised hy the arri-
val of a human cargo at Charleston,
"This slaver, named the Haidee, which
was sunk on the 18th of September,
was u small, sharp, rakish elipper,
built at Providence in 1853, She
was fitted out for her last voyage at

———— ey

“ From their confessions, as wel]
as by intelligence received from Ha-
vang, it ia known that the sunken
vessel was the Huidee, and thut since
she left New York she hes landad a
cargo of slaves in the Bay of Carde-
nas. This transaction took place
without interference on the part of
the Spanish authorities, and the un-
happy negroes wera soon distributed

"to their masters, of course never

again to be recoverod. The dis.
covery of the Luidee by the keeper
of the Jighthouse at Montauk Point,
the arrest of & portion of her crew,
and the attention thus attracted 1o
the violation of her treaty obligations
for the suppression of the slavetrade
by Spain, may possibly stir up the
officials in Cuba to nake some in-
quiries as to the parties guilty of
importing the negraes landed from
this vessel, A correspondent of the
New York Times says that Zulneta,

lthe great Cuban slave-trader, was

New York, taking on board four,
beel, rum, tobaceo, and cotton cloth,
and was cleared from that port Jan-
unry 7, 1858, for Gibraltar and a
market. The next seen of her was
on the morning of the 18th ultime,
when the keeper of the lighthouse
upon Montauk Point, on going up |
to extinguish the light, ohserved a
square-rigged vessel in the southerni
offing, lying off and on. An hour|
afterwards the vessel had disappear- |
ed, and two boats’ crews came !
ashore through the surf, and mads "
their way to the village of Sag Har- i
bor, from whence, after the display |
of doubloons and Spanish coin in
profusion, they scattered. Those
that have remained within reach are:
now n custedy,

the owner of vessel and cargo, and
it was rumored, but with litle prob-
ability, that he would be arrested.
It was also reported that several
persons, holding high position un-
der Government, were part owners,
though this may be a scandal.”

King, one of the crew of the above
vessel, swore that “a cargo of ne-
grees, consisting of 1,333 or 1,334
in pumber, was brought on board as

i slaves,” from a port of Africa, and

that the ship sailed the same day
and went directly to the Island of
Cuba, and that (200 having died on
the voyage,) those surviving were
landed near Cardenas,

e i i s
Cultivation of Cotton in Africa,

We are indebted to the kindness
of our inteliigent and philanthropic
friend, Benyamiv Coares, Eaq,, of

Philadelphia, for his pamphlet on
this subject, which comprises much
valuable information. Mr. Coates
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