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NAT TURNER'S

. Durina the year 1881, up to the twon-
“ysthind of Augusi, the Virginls newspa-
pers were sbsorbed in the momentous
problems which then cecupled the minds

of intolligent American cltizens;— What

Genoxal Jackeon should do with o seelds,
and what with the disreputables,-Bhould
South Carcling be allowed tofull iify ¥ and
would the wives of Cabinet Ministers enll
on Mrs, Baten? It is an anfailing opi-
ate, to tomn over the drowsy files of the
@ ll:chnwn{} Enquiver;” dnti! the moment
vyhon these dv, vy and dusty pages are sad-
denly kindled into Aame by the torch of
Nat Turnor. Then the tervor flares on
mereasmg, until the remotost Ssuthern
Sraos are found shuddering ab night-
-ly zimers of msunﬁchoa,—unhi favm
. off Emapﬂan colonies, Antigus, Marth
nique, . Cavacgas, Tortoly, recognize by
smo setret sympnthy the same epidewic
alarma ~ until the vary boldest wmﬁs
‘ of freedufiy ave repcr;;;%{as ut;emi?
JVirgmm EHon Fatoa Wit ’un-
Tﬁeﬁlﬁfﬁ% anﬁgbbmum young
mzm named Garrisen is indicted at Com-
mon Law in North Coroling, and b g
price det upon lis head b}’ the Lagisln.a
tive of Georgin.  The insurroction re-
v‘iwerl in ono agonizing reminiscense all
tho 'Uistrossas of Gabricl's Tavolt, thirty
yoars befors ; and its memory enduros
sl fresh, fow ‘fhat thirty added yours
bavo brought the mors fo;mtﬂnbées pro&«
lento of Genornt Bitle i b
” means impossible that the vory chi dﬂm
of oven aonfaderuied of Nat Turnar may
be inoluded at this moment among the
.ocontraband articles of Fort Kanros,
Near tho southeastern border of Vie-
-ginis, in Bowthmupton County, there ia
a neighborhood known as "The Cross
Kays, » Tt Tios fiftoon mifles from Jorusa-
lom, the county-town or ¥ court-house,”
samu%y wiles from Norfolk, and abon s
I:l:chmond. It 1= some len or
’g!és from Mur}‘meabem' in North
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Grent Diemal Swamp. Up to Sunday,
the twonty-frst of August, 1881, thers
was nothing to distinguish it fom any
other mmf, letharglo, slipshod Virginia
neighhorbood, with the due allotmont of
mansion-housez and Jog-hots, tebacuo-
fiolds and * old-flelds” horses, dogs, ne
groos, ** poor white felks,”. so' ealled, and
othar white folks, poor wilhout helng
called so.  Ono of theso last was Joseph
Travis, who had rer gn@y marzisd the
widow. of “Sna" %z’fa%i%MW ibad e
unfortanately wedded to hlmscif hor ne-
groos aleo,

T the woods on the ylantntmn of Jum
seph Travis, upon the Sunday just name
ed, six slaves met at noon for
called in the Northern Statos g :
and in the Scuthern a borbecus, Thy .
biil of fare was to bo simpls: oo brought
o pig, and anothor zome brandy, gmng ta
tho meeting an aspact 80 cheaply couviv-

il that no ono woyld have imagined i to

i Wmﬁz’ ’ii%&%%aﬁfmné’fsﬁaw»
which Tiad beon for six wonths in propa

ration. In this plot four of the mon had

been alvsady initiated, ——ch ]

or Hereules, Nelson, and Bam.
exa wore noviees, Will and Jack by nmme.
The perty had remainod togather from
tvplve to three s'elock, w‘imn!a savanth
man joined them,— a short, stoud, power
fully butlt parson, of deck wulstto come
plexion and 3trnngEy»mmked Afmggn‘fea-
turog,. bub it 08 full b -
and resolution. Tns was Nab Lerner. :

e wos st this time nearly ﬂurty«me :
yoaus old, baving been bbrn on ti}g T R
uud of Oetebcr, E,Se'}ﬁ. { eﬁww p

patrorymbo, < hat thy
to Putnai: Moore; ‘il Hien to hm pras-

ant owaer, .Flo'bad, by lis own account, 1.
falt Imaelf’ smﬂﬁeé gut From childhood %
ol grest work, and he had g5
&euliar mnrks on his persen, w{ :
2;;;!_ ‘gront montal prrgae@féy, _
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1747 Nat Turner’s

onough ta wcaﬁzan, Aro0g s yaa&isﬁ:i
companiong, a superetitions faith in s
gifts and z}es%;m;f He lud grsat mechan-
ical mgusmt%y also, exporimentalized vory
eerly in meking paper, guapowder, pob-
tory, and In other arts which in later lifo he
wag found thoroughly Lo understand, His
moral faculties werg very strong, eo that
white witnosses admitted that bo had nev-
er baon known to swoar an onth, bo drink
& drop of spirils, or to eommit & theft
“And fn gensral, so marked wero Iis eorly
pocufiarities, fhnt people said “ho Lad
too mueh sensn to bo ralsed, and if ho
wa4, he would nover he of any use as a
slaval, ingremfonrol patgonal: des-
tliiy ‘gro with 1iis growthi~ho fnated,
priyed, prozebed, read tha Bible, hoard
voleea whan ha walked behind his plongh,
and communieated lis rovelations fo the
Lo awestruck slaves.  They told bim b roe
turn, that, % i thay Lad Lis somss, they
would pot serve eny wastor is tho world”

Tho biographios of slaves can hardly
be individoatized ; they belong to the
glas. Wo know bare facte; it s only
# 'th genera! oxperience of human heings

Y

wir.h hfe. The, cutlines a ain, tho
ﬁ'e!ails are inferential. Thus, for instanee, -
we know thal] at Turnors young wife
“yrand blave 3 we JoiioW (hat sho hojonged
C\Farent master from Kool we
kpow littde mers than this, but thin i
muck. For thir Js cquivalent to saying
that by day or by night thet husband had
¥ no more power to protect her than the
man who lies hound wpon a plandered
- to, protest his—

pooring in the }mnzau ; sha may ba rev
arenced, sho may ho oubraged ; it is in
e poweriwnem that the agony lies,
. There s, indaed, ous thing moro which
wo'illo know of (his yoong woman; the
“¥irpinla: hewspapers sints {hat sho was
torturer] vnller the lash, sflee her hus
band’s execution, to make her produce
his papere: this i all

Whet hisprivate éxperiences nd spe,
cial privileges or wrongs zzzayémra.bgqp,.

"

“t [August,

via was declared to be “more humang
and fatherly to his slaves than any wan
in tha cousty™; but it is estonishing how
often Lhis phonemenos oceurs in the cons
temporary annols of slave insurrections,
The chalrman of the county courk also
statedd, In provouncing senteneo, that Nat
Turner lind spoken of his master as “on-
Iy too indalgont®; but this, for smne rea-
son, does not appear in Iy printed Con-
fossion, which only says, * Ho was 2 kind
master, and placed the greatost confidencs
in mo”® Tt iz vory possible that it may
have bean s0, but tho printed acqounts
of Nnt Tarner’s person look suspicions:
e 4 desoribiol 1o"G8Veriot Floyd's proos
lamation as having & sear on one of his
temples, alse one on tho baek of his noele,
aud a lorge knot on one of the bhones of
his right arm, produced by o blow; and
although these wers explained away in
Virginia newspapers as being produced
by fights with his companions, yet such
alleays ave onfircly foreign to tho admite -
ted habits of tho man. Tt must, theroforg,
remain on opoen question, whether o
seara and tho kuot were produced by
Wkish-rpide-endoy-ghite. . .
Whateve? Kat Tarner's expcr&emas
of slavery might beve leen, i s ecen
tain that his plrms were nob suddenly
adopted, bat that ha had brooded over
thom for years, To thizs day thers ara
traditions mmong the Virginia slaves of
tha keen dovicos of # Prophet Nat® 1F
ha way gaught with Hmo and Inop-black
tn hand, corming over a half-finished
agunty-~mep on the bavn-door, hs was
slwrays “planning what-to-do; it ho wors.
blind,"-oratiilying bow to gob to Me.
Fraums’s bouse” Whan he bad callad
s mesting of slaves, and some poor whites
came oavesdrepping, the poor whites ot
onco haeame (he subjocts for discussion |
be ineldentally mentioned thot the mas-
ters butt bean heaxd threatening te deive
them away ; ona slave bad been ordored
to shoot Air Joue's pigs, another to toar
down Mr. Johnson's fences. The poor
whites, Johnson nnd Jones, ran home fo
o tg their, homesteads, and were batier

Jnaurrection.

it is therefora now impossible t{;m} Trri- v Ermﬁﬁséhaxi k-rbr to Prophet Hak
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1861.) Nat Turner's
! Ho nover was a Baplist preacher,
though sueh vocation has often hees ate
tributed to him. The fmpression arose
! from his having immersed himself, during
| ona of his periods of special enthusinsny,
togother with & poor white men nancld
tﬁwntlay o About this time,” he says
in his Confession, # 1 told theso things to
8 white man, on whom it had a wonder-
ful offcet, ahd he ceassd from his wisked-
noss, and was atiacked immedintely with
 catancous craption, and the blood goz-
ed from the poras of hiz skis, and after
praying and festing nine days ho wm
healed. And the Spirit appeamd o me

i the whtta penplﬁ wonld not Et‘s us be bap-
x}t:szed by the Chureh, wa went down into
,itha woter togethor in the sight of many
\Whe vovilod us, mad wers baptized liy the
Spi‘a it. After this I rejeiced groafly and
gove thanks to God” =
The religious hallucinations narrated
in bis Confossion seem to bave been a8
genuine as the average of sueh things, and
aro very woll sxprossed. It raade quiie
like Jacob Behmens He saw whits spir-
i3 and Wack spivits eontonding in the
skias, the sun was darkened, the thunder
rolled, # AnQ the Hely Ghost wan with
e, and said, * Behold ma ns I stond in
tho heavensi’
forms of men in diffevent attitndes.  Add
there wers lights In tho sky, fo which the
difldren of davknoss gave olther names
then what they really ween; for they
were the lights of the Saviour's hands,
-ebeotobied forth from cast to west, oven as
they were axtended en tho eross oo Cals
vary, for the redemption of sinuars.” Fle
saw drops of bleed om the eorn ¢ this was
Clhiriat’s Blood, shad for man. Hesaw on
the lenves in tho woods letters and nuime
bers and figures of men, — the same gym-
bols wlhich ha hiad scen in the skies. On
12, 1828, the Hely Sphié appeared
o lim and proclaimed (hat the yoke of
Josus must fall on him, and be mast fight
against the Serpent when theslgn appear-
ed. Then came an eclipso of the puy m
Fobruary, 1881 ¢ this was ﬂig&é?gu rﬁwp
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Jsurrection, 175

be must mise and prepare hinmself, and
slay lis enemies with their own weapons;
then ako tho seal was romnoved from his
lips, and then ha confided his p?ana io
four sssotinfes.

When he cams, thovefore, 2o the harbe-
euo on the appeinted Bmnday, and found,
not these Tour only, but two othes, his
fiest question io the intruders was, How
thoy came thither. To this Wil an-
swered manfully, that s Jife was worth
1o more than the otherg, and 'his Eberty
was as doar fo him.”  This admibted bim
to econfidonce, and 13 Jaek was known
to bo entirely under Florks influcnes,
the strangers wers no bar to thelr diseus-
gior. Iileven hours thoy redined there,
in anxlous conseltation: ons can mag
ino these terrible dusky faees, beneath
the Mnereal woods, and ainid e flick-
aring of pine-knot torehes, preparing that
stern Tavengd whoso shuddering echoy
should ying through the lmud so Toug.

Two things wero at Inst docided A5 o=
pin thelr worke that night, and toﬂfsﬁgm i
with & masssere so swxﬁ: and irresistibls

28 to ersnts in & fow days moro terror
than many battles, #nd so sparc the need
of futuro bloodshed, ¥ It was apreed that
we sheuld ecmmence ot home en that

)

1

night, and, until we had armed and equip-

ped, owrselves amd gained sullieiont foree,
neithor age nor sex wae to be sparved:
whieh was ivenriably adbered o

! John Brown invaded Vieginia with
nineteen smon, and with the ayowsd reso-
Tution ¢ take no life bet in self-defence,

~4Nat Turnor sttacked Virginin from with-

ing with stx mien, ‘and with the' deterinint-
tlon to spora uo 1l until his power was
astablished, ZJobn Brown intended to
paas vapidly through Vieginia, and then
reireat to the mountains, Nat Turner in-
tended {0 ¢ conguer Southampten Coun-
ty o# the whito men did in the Revolus
tion, and then retreat, i necessary, to
the Dismal Swomp.” Tack plan was de-
Tiberately matured ; each was in its way
practicable ; but each was defeated by o

singla false step, aa-will SOON-APSAT, e

We oyst pass cver the dutails of hor-
‘i’m‘; ps" iy ocenred during the nest

A
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?weﬁtyﬁﬁsgy lmgxmg»} Swill nnd stealthy
a§ Tudiang, the biaek meu passed from
boust to hionse, — not pausing, net hesitat-
fug, as their terrible work went o In
ons thing they were bumaner than In-
diang or thau white men fighting agrivst
Indiang,- thore was ne gratuitous ontrago
beyond the death-blow itself, no nsnlt,
po mutilation ; but {n every house they
antered, that blow fell on man, woman,
and child ~nothing (hot bad a white skin
was apareds, From overy house they took
WTins and ammunition, and from a fow,
money; on overy plantation they found
reeruits : thoso dusky slaves, so obsoqui»
ous_to thele master tho.day before, o
p'éampt to ging snd dancs befors his North.
ern visitors, wera all swilt to troosform
thomselves into fionds of retribution now;
show thom sword or musket and dhey
graspad i, theugh i were an heirdoom
fram Washington himself. {'The Hoop
inoreased from haiiss o house, — Arst to
fifioen, then to frty, then to sixty. Some
were armed with muskols, some with
axes, somo with scythes ; somo came on

. t:umt mastars’ hoveow| As the numbers jo-

ey omld.be  dixided, and the,

swfal work was carricd on more ‘rapidly
still. The plas then wag for an advan-
ceil guard of horsemen to appronch cach
houss at & gallop, and surround it 1l
the othnrs came up. Mueanwhile what
agonice of terrar must have taken place
within, shared alike hy innocent and by
guilty | what reemordes of wrongs infliet-
ed an those dusky eroatures, by sonte, —

FAngust,

polluted by the busbands and the broth.
ers of these falr white women who iara
now shsolutely in thoir powen. Yot I
bave looked through the Viginis news-
papers of that time in vein for one chargs
of nn indecent ouiragé 6n 4 waman
agpingt these trinmphank and terribla
glaves,
death, and that was all. } Compare this
with ordinary warg) compdro it with the
annaly of tho French Revolution
ane, perhaps, has yet painted the wrongs
of the French populace s torribly as
Dickens in his # Tale of Two Uitlas™;
yob what man, conveveant with slave.

biographics, eun. sead:-thatoarrative with-

out feoling it woak beside the provoen.
tions to which fupitive slaves watily 7 Td
is something for buman nature {that
those dosporate insurgents revenped such
wrongs by donth alona,  Hven that faar
ful penalty was to be infllcted only 4l
the objuet was won. It was admitted in
the # Richimond Enquirer® of the time,
that "indiseriminate mwssaclo was not
their Intention, siter they obinined foot-
hold, and was resorted to in tio fivet in-
Btaneo fo strike tertor and alaomm, Wom-

on and childeen wonld aferwirds Bava'

heen spared, aud mon also who consed {o
regist.” ¥

Tt i reported by some of tho contem. .

porary nowspapers, that o pbrtion of
this abslinence was the result of deliber-
ate consultation mmeng the ingnreetions
ists ; that some of tliemn wars vessivod on
taking the white wernen for wives, but

what innocent participation, hiyothers in,, weve overraled by Nat Tumnar I a0,

E&um, b d_ nng th
Wil ’mﬁxr\m& tho

Tass of & singhe glave,

Ona fear was neadiess, whick to msr:y
a hasband and father ronst bave intensi-
fied tha lask struggle.  These nagroos had
been systematically brutadized from ehild-
kood ; they bad baon allowed no logal-
izad or permanent marriage; they bad
bebold around them an habimal Koon-

: iio&smsss, such a5 can scareely exist oz~
, vapt in a Slave Biate; somg of them bad

ysoen fheir wives and sistol &éﬁn;ﬂg
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outbreak Insted for bu 1 he iz the enly Amerivan slave-loadar of
& EY 1:&1':{:;1 wholn wa kudw eertitily that he vose

sbove tha ordinavy level of dave won-
geanee, and Mra Browe's pletive of

Dred's purposes is thon precisoly typioal -

of His. *Whom the Lowd salth uuto us,
* 8mite,’ them will wvemmite, Wo will not
tormont them with the svourge pad fles,
nar dofils their woinen as thoy bave deng
with ours,  But we will sfay them nitor
ly, and consums them from off the facs
af tho earth”

Whan ﬂza number of adheronts had

h.%ﬂis

Roakdu g e

gﬁ

Wherever thay wont, there went |

Ne

filty or sixty, Nnt Turner -f
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Jjudged it ime to ghrike at the ecunty-geat,
Jorusalems,  Thither a fow whits fugi-
tives hnd already fled, and eovriers might

¢ thenee be daqpntﬁhaé for wid to Righ-

mund and Petersburg, unloss promptly In-

- toreoptod. Besic'ées, ho eould there fnd

arms, arnmunition, and money; though
fhey bad already obtained, it is dubious.
Iy voporled, from eight bundred ts one
thopannd dollnrs.  On the way it wae
neeessary to pass the planistion of M.
Parkor, three wiles from Jerusalom,
Seme of the men wished to step hera and
onlist soma of thelr frlends, Nat Tarnar
ohjected, as the dolay miglt prove dan-
Fovatis; he yiolded 4t bnst, and It proved
intal,

Ho remained at tho gate with six or
oight mou ; thirly or forly went to the
house, half’ & mile distant. They re-

. mained too long, and be went aloae to

hagstesi them.  During Lis absonce a par-
ty of sighteen whito men came up sud-
dealy, disporsing the small geand left at
the pate; and when tho main hody of
staves emerged from the house, they on,
vourtored, for the first time, thelr aradéd
magters. | The blaske lalted, the whites
advanzed caviieusly within a lundred
yrrds and fired a velley; on ity boing
retmned, thoy broks inte disorder, and
burriedly rotroated, loaving some wound-
od oo the greandd. Tho rotreating whites
wore puisned, and were saved only by

. fliing Te with another band of fresh

men, {ron Jerusalom, with whese ald
they turned upon the slaves, whe in their
turn foll into gonfusien.  Turnar, Hark,
and about teantysmei’oh Lerehick re-
frosted in gome order; the vest were sant-
tored, The leader still planned to reach
Jervzalem. by a private way, this evad-
ing pursuit; but at last deoided to stop
for the night, in the hope of enlistiag ad-
ditional veyruits,

During the night the numbar inerens.
ad again to ferty, and they encamped
or: Major Widisy’s plantation, An alamm
taok plaze daring the darkness,— wheth-
er real or imaginary doas not appear,—
aud the men becawme seattered ngain.
Proegeding o make frosh enlistments

VOL. VilL 12
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with the daybight, they were redsted at
Dir. Blent’s bouse, where his slaves, uns
dar his orders, fired upen thom, and this,
with & Intor nttack lrom a party of white
men near Oaptain Hawis’s, so broko g
tha whole foree that thoy never reunitid.
The fow who remnined together pgreed
ta separato for & few bours to seo if any-
thing eould be done to rovive the Insur.

Jnsurrection.

roction, aud meet again thab overing st .

their arigingl rendezvess. But thay nov-
er reached it

Sadly eams Nat Tuernor at nightfall
into those gloamy woods where foriy-
eight bours before ha'bad revealed thé
details 6f s ferrible plot io his compan-
fors, At the oulset all his plans had sue-
sceded ; evorything was 18 he prodietsd:
the slaves had come readily at lis oall,
the magters had proved perfbetly dofenge-
less. Had bo not hoon perssaded té
pamse at Parker's plantation, he would
have been master boforo mow of the
arms and apmmunition at Jevusnlen and
with thess to ald, and the Diymal Swamp
for a refugs, ko might have sustained
himgaelf in&aﬂn;tfglng%z;mi Q»Ina Jpurau-
ers.

Now the hlood waa shed, fho risk waa
ingnrred, his friends were kﬁle& ar eape
tured, and all for what? Lasting mome
cties of tevror, to be suve, for his oppross.
ors; hut on the other hand, kopeless
failurs for the insurreetion, and cortain
death for him, What & wateh bg must
have kept that night] To that exelted
Emaginaziiea, which had alwnys zoen gpir
its In the sky and Woad-dtops on the
vovn andehlersglyphio nerkiion: tha-dry
Ioaves, haw full the Jonely forost must
Liave boon of signs and solemp warnings!
Alone with tho fox's bark, the zabbits
rustle, and the sereechowl’s soreem, the
selfappolnted prophet browded over b
dospait,  Onge erooping 18 ihe odgoe of
the wood, hie snw men stenlthily approeach
on horsshack., He fancied them some of
his companiona; hut before ho dared te
whisper their sminous names, * Hark " or
# Dred,” — for the Inbtor was the nams,
sinea Tamons; of one of his more reent
recruity, —-hie saw them to bd white men,




178

and ghrank baok stoalthily bonesth his
saverk

There he wajtsd two weary days and
tvo melanchioly nights,— long evongh to
gatisly himsalf that no ona wonld rejoin
him, and that the insurvestion had hope-
lessly Mailed. The datermined, desperate
spivits who had shared bis plans ware
soattered forever, and longer delay wouid
be destruetion for lim also.  Ho found 8
spol velich he judged safe, dog o liolo un~
der a pile of fonee-rails in 6 fold, and lay
thero for sz weeks, only leaving it for a
few momends at midnight to obtain wator
from o neighboring spring. Food he had
_previously. proxided, without diseovary,
from’ a houss nesr by,

Monrwhils an onbounded vavicty of
rumors woet fylop throngh the Stata.
The ozpross which frst rosched the Gov-
ernor annonnced that the militin were
reirenting bofors the slaves. An ex-

_ pross to Potarsburg further fixed the
pumber of militin at three handred, and
of blacks st eight bundred, and Invent
od & convenignt shower of rein to explain
the dampened arder of the whitss, Later
Jtyports describied tbfz slaves az making
theeo G’ﬁ{;ﬁtaw attemy B e orsithe
bridgo over thy Nottoway hatwoon Cross
Reys and Jorusalom, and stated that the
leader liad been shiot in the attompt. Gth-
.ar aceonnts put the number of nogrocs &%
{lrene hundred, st wall mounted and arm-
(ﬁ, with two or thres white men as lead-
ers.  Their intentlon was supposed to be
to reach the Dismal Swomp, and they
must be hemmed in from that side,

Indeod, tha most formidable weapon: dn

o, hands, of slave-insargents inalways

ThEhlth f’g&x%ﬁm, “aud the wild

maggemtmias which follow, Thu worst
baing possible, avary ono iskes the worst
for granted,  Undoublodly a dozen sro-
od man coukd bave stified thin insurres.
‘tion, even after it had commenced oper
ationgy hut it iy the fatal weakness of a
sEa'mbﬁIdmg commumty; that it can news
er furnish men prompf.]y for snch & pur-
pesa. My first intention was,” says ong
of the most mléﬁ;geni TewWEpApRT NKTTA-
tore of the sfinly, ita. Have attacked them

Nat Turner's Inswrreciion. .
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with thirty or forty men but thoss wheo
had fmnilies Liere were strongly oppoasd
te 16
As vgual, ench man was pinioned fo
his own licarth-stona. As ssual, aid bnd
to be sunsmonad from & distanes, and, ea
uaual, the United States troops ware the
chief raliance. Colonsl Iousa, command-
ing at Fort Moo, sont at ence threa
companies of artillery under Lisutanant-
Colonsl Worth, and ambarked thom on
board the steamer ampten for Suffolk,
These wers joined hy detachents from
the United Statea ships Warren and
Natehes, the whole amounting to nearly
mgi;t: hundead mon, Tiwva \'olmtteer eorm-
panies wont from Richmond, four from
Patersbury, ons from Noofulk, one from
Portsmonth, and setveral from Rﬁ;tll Car-
olinn, The militia of Newbolk, Navse-
mond, and Princess Anno Coanties, and
thho United States troops at {4 Peint
Comfort, weve ordered o scour the Dis.
mal Swamp, where it was belioved that |
{woor thyeo thm}sund fagitives wers pro- |
paring to join the insurgenta, It was even |
propased to send Ewo companies ffom
Now Tork and one from Now London |
to the smme point. R
Vhen thess various ﬁamcs machm’f :
Sanibinmpton County, they found ol la-
bor paralyzed nand whele plantations |
abandoned. A letter from Jervsulem,
datecd Angust 24th, says, “ The oldest in-
habitant of our county has nover cxpe.
vienesd guch » distressing {ime an wo
have hed sines Sundeay night last, . . .,
Every house, vomu, sad corner in this
place i full of women and children, driv.
an from bema, who hud. to gk the woady |
until they could got to thia placa” ¥ For |
many milss aronnd thelr trock,” says ane
athar, ¢ the county 2 doserted by wom- |
en nud children”  Sil another writes,
* Jerunalom 38 full of women, wost of |
thern from the pther gide of the river,—
about twe hundred at ¥ix’s” Then fob ¢
low deseriptions of the sufferings of these -
porgony, many of whom had lale night
aftor night in the woede. But the fmme-
dinte denger was at an and, the diest-
Bved insurrection was finished, nnd now

e

“
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the work of vengeanes was to bogin, In
the frank phraso of a Nonth Cardlina
sorregpondent, — #The wnsezere of thn
whites veas gver, and tho white people
had comnumesd the destruption of the
negroos, which wae continued wfter our
men got there, from e to tme, as thay
sould fall In with thom, all day yester-
day” A postseript sdds, that ® passen-
gers by the Fnyetteville stage say, that,
Dy the latest necounts, oro hundred and
iwenty negroes had been killed,” - this
being little mero than ano day's work,

Thess mardors were dafonded ng Nag
Turuer dofondad hig: a fearful blow must
bo stuek.  Tn shoddering at tho horrars
of the insurroction, wa have forgotion the
for groater herrors of its suppression.

The nowspapors of tho day contaln
many indignans proteats against the ern-
oltios which tock placs. *Jtig with pais,”
anys a corraspondent of the * Naitonal In-
tellpanacr,” September 7, 1881, % that wo
speak of anathor feature of the Southamp-
ton Rebollion | fov ws have heen most an-
willing to havo owr sympathiss for the
snfferers diminished or affected by thidir
miseoudnst.  VWa allude o the daoghter
of ffafy blacks withont winl and under
slroumstanees of great burbarity, . . . .
Wo ot with an wdividoal of intelligence
wha toid us that ho himself iad killad Bo-
tween ten and filteen, . . . . Wo{the Rieh-
mond trecp} witnessed with sarpriso the
sanguinary temper of the population, who
ovinced a shrong dlaposition to inflict imv
medtiate death on every prisoner”

There is a remackabie ofBeial doenment
from Genoral Hppes,the officer fu eom
mand, ta be fomad in the  Riclusond En-
quirar” for September 6, 183¢, Itisan
indignant dennneiation of procisely theso
outrages ; and thouph ho rafuses to give
detaily, he supplies their placo by epithofs
“ravalting,” — “inlinnan and not to bo
Justified,” ¥ agts of barbarity and eru-
alty,” ! nets of atroeily, — thiz course
of pracceding dignifies the rebol and the
azsassin with the sanctity of martyrtiom.”
And he ends by theatening mastial law
upon all fature transgressors.  Sach gon-
gral prders are not issead oxoept in rathe
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er axbromoe gasss.  And in the parallel
calums of the newspaper the isnocont
aditer printg eqeally indignont desorip-
tigns of Russian atvocitiny in Tithuania,
whove tha Poles wore engaged in astive
insurrection; amid profuse sympathy fram
Virginia,

Tho trath Is, it was 2 Raign of Torron
Valanieer patrols rodo i all divoctions,
visiting plantations.  “ I was with the
groatest difbenlty,” sald Geoersl Brodaax
beforo the Hoese of Delogates, “aud at
the hazerd of personal populority and es
team, that tho coolest nud most jadicious
among vs could exerh.an influence suffi.
lent to resirain an indiseriminate slaugh-
ior of the biacks who wove nuapected” A
lettor from the Rey. G.W . Powslil dealares,
Y Thero aro thousands of troops searching
in avery diroction, and many nagroes are
killed ovavy day: the exact pember will
never ba nscortained.” Feiition altes pe-
titlon was subsequontly presented to the
logldlature, asking compomsation forslayas
they assmssinaied without trial,

Men wers tovtured to death, burned,
maimed, an subiested to nmincless atroci-
ting, “The SR calted on to
paint oub any slaves whom they disirast-
ed, and if any triod to escape, they were
shot down. May, worse {han this. “A
party of horsemen staviud from Richmond
with the intenton of killing every color
f prrson they saw in Southammpton Conn-
ty. They stopped opposite the cabin of &
fres colored man, whe was hoeing in his
liitlo feld.. Thay ealled out, ¢Ia this
Sonthamptan County ¥* Heroplied, t Yes,
Bir, yoivhave justromsed the Ene, by yon-
der tren,”  They shot him dead and rede
on This i from the mmvative of the
editor of the * Richmend Whig," who
was then en daty in the militia, and pro-
teated manfully nguinst these oulrages.
“Boms of these soenes” lo adds, “are
hardly inforor in barbarity to the atrovi
{ibs of the insurgents.”

Thesn were the masters stories. I
sven thego coneeded so much, it would
e intoresting to hear whak the slaves had
to roport. 1 am indebied to my honored
friond, Lydia Maria Child, for some vivid
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yetgllaetions of this tarribile period, 25 nat-
ad down from the lipa of an old colored
woman, oneo woll known in New York,
Charity Bowery, © At tho time of the old
Prophet Nut," she sald, ¥ tha eolored folks
wan ofcnid to pray loud; for the whites
hroateped 10 punish ‘sm deeadfuliy, if the
laast noise was heard. The patrole was
jow drunken whites, and In Nat'a time,
if they beard any of the coloved folks
praying or singing & hymn, they would
fall wpon 'sn and abuse ‘om, and some-
times Kili *amm, afore master or migis could
ged to e, The brightest and begt was
killed in Nat's time. Tha whites nlwnya
spspoct such ones. Thoy killerd o.great
piany st a-plade ealled Duplan, They
Yiiled Antoalo, a stave of Mr. J, Stanley,
whom they shot; then thoy poinied their
fguna at him, uu& teld him to confess sbont
tle insurraction. He tald ‘am be dida't
know auyibing about any inswrrection.
Thay ghol savaral balis through Iim, quar
tered him, and put bis head onen pele ot
tho fork of the road laading to the coart”?
(This s ne cxaggaration, if the Vieginia
newspapers may be taken as evidence.)
“ ¥ wog there but 4 shoyt time,  He had
no trial, Thay never de.” Tu RatH tels;
the patrols would tis up (e free eolorsd
people, fiog "om, and fry o make "om
lis againat one another, and often killed
them befora anyhody conld interfore. Mr
James Cole, High Sherifl; said, if any of
the patrols eame on his plantation, g
would lose his life in dofence of his peo-
plo. Ono day he heard a patroller hoast-
ing bow meny wiggers ko bad killed.. Mr.
Csle aaid, ‘]I‘ 501:  dow't pack up, a8 quick

Lﬁﬁie’%ﬁewmm%l again,

’ll ;szxt‘ Fait whore dozs won't bark at
you. IEn want off, and wasw’t soen in
them pords agein”

These ontrag%a worenot }ummci to the
eolored population ; but othér instances
oeourred which atrikingly rowiad one of
ibreretant mea, An Englishman, nane-
od Rabiiison, was ongaged in solling baoks
at Potersburg, An alann bamg given,
ona night, that five Tondred blaoka were
miarehing towsrdstlic town, hestood guard,
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witl It vou, and et ont -

with othera, an tho bridge. After the pan-
io hod a littlo sebsided, ho happened to
remnvk, thot “tho blacks, ns men, were
entitled to their iveedom, and oughi to be
emaveipated.” This led to great exeites
reint, and be was warned to leave town.
Hb took passage in the stage, hus the stage
wasintereaptod. He then flad to o friend’s
honse; the house was broken epan, and
ho wns dragged forth.  The civil author-
ities, haing ppplied, to, rolused (o interfere,
The mab stripped him, gave him a great
number of laghes, pad sent Lkim on fool,
naked, under a hot sun; te Riebmend,
whenea be with dificulty found a passgps
to New York. v -

Of ike eapture or eaeape nf most of
that small band whe met with Mot Tern-
¢r in the woods upon the Travis plan-

[August,

tatian little enn now be known, Al ap- -

pear among the Hat of eonvicted, axcept
Henry and Will,  Genoral Moore, who
aceasimm]iy fgures as socond in eom-
mand, in. t}m-pawspafmr narratives of
that day, wax'Probably the Hatk or Her-
culos beiove . mentioned; a8 no other of
the confederates bnd bﬂiangad to Mrs.
Travis, or would have been likely to boar
her provious, nagie of Mooro: < As wmnl,
the newapapers stale that mest, if not all
the slaves, were “the property of kind
and indulgent mastors.” Whathor in any
waso they wevo alio the sens of those
masters is a point ignored: bat from
the faet that thees out of the soven wora

at first yoported as boing white man by -

sovoral differont witnosees, - the whola

unumbor being correctly given, and the -

sttoment thorefors probably au%hanﬁe,
~-=0r7e Tomsk. supposn- ihat therd " as an
admixtare 6F pﬂérlclan blood in some of
these conspirators,

The suberdinate insnrgenis sought safe-
ty a8 thay could: A free colored rman,

ramecd Will Axtief, shot himself in the -

woods, whera lis hat was found on a

siake and Ids pigtel lying by hing zn-

other was found drowned ; others wers

trazed to the Dismal Swamp | others re- -
forned to their homes, and fried to con- ©

cant thelr share in the imgurrection, as
guring their mastors that they had besn



+ Hfe during the ingureection.

foreed, against thelr will, to Join, - the

ugus! defonce in sush cazes. ‘The nam-

ber shot down at random must, by all ne-
pounts, have amwented to many hundreds,
bt it ia post all hwanan regisiration now.
The number who had a forma! trial, sach
az ib wasg, is officiclly stated ab ffty-five;
of ihboso, savenlsen were convieted and
hanged, twelve eonvietod and transports
ed, tweuty nequitted, and four free zolor-
atlmen sont on for Nurther teial and finai-
Iy acquittad.  * Hot ono of these known
to bo concerned sgeaped.”  OF those ex-
acuted, onc only was a woman; ¥ Lucy,
stave of Jobn T, Barrow *: that ie ali her
epitaph, shortor cven thao that of Words
worl's msore famoug Luey ;—but whether
this ono waa old or young, purs or wick-
ed, lovely or repulsive, oetroon or negry,
a Caasy, an Bmily, or a Topsy, ne infor-
matios appoars; she was a womau, she
was & slave, and she died. -

There is ons touching story, in connee-
ton with these teryible rotalintions, which
resta on pood autherity, that of the Rev.
M. B. Cox, a Libarian missionary, then
in Virginia, In the hunt whioh. ‘{Qlfowefi
the apseacre,  dlavehbldes went fnto the
woeds, aceompanied by a feithful slave,
who bad beon the mesus of savieg his
When they
bad reacked & cafived place in o forost,
the man handed his gun to s master,
infarming him that he could sot live a
slava any longer, and requesting lim
githar to freo him or shoot him on the
spob.  The mupster toak the gun, in some
trepidation, lovallod.it at the faithful ne.
£ and shot bim thréiigh the beart. It
ia probable that this slavebelder was 4
Dz, Blunt, — bie being the only plantation!
where the slaves werg reported ns thes
dofending their mastery, #If thivbe trus,”
said the # Richmond Enguirer,” when it
first marrated this instance of loyalty,
“grent will ba the dosert of these noble-
minded Afrieans” This ¥ noble-minded
African,” at least, estimatad his own de-
sert at & high standard: ho dessanded
freedom, — and oblained it

Meanwhile the pacie of the whites con-
tinved ; for, theagh all others might be dis-
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posed of, Nat Tuener was still at large,
We have positive evidence of tho extent
of the alarm, althongh great cfforts were
afterwards made ta veprosent it an s bi-
fing affoin. & distinguished eitizen of
Virginia wroto throo months later to the
Hoo. W. B. Soabreok of Soutb Carce
ling~—*Trom ol that hus como to my
knowledge during and since that affair,
I am convipeed most fully that every
biavk preaclor in the ceuniry oast of the
Blue Ridge wes in the senrst® % Thero
is ywnch roasan bo believe,” sayw the Gov-
ernor’a messsge on Decembar 8ih, # that
the spirit of ingarrection. was not ponfined
to Scuthampion. Many convielious have
taken placo slsewhore, and some fow in
distant countiea,”” The witkdrawal of the
United Btates troops, alter seme ton dayst
service, was & gignal for fresh exeitement,
and an address, numerouely signed, wes
presented to the United States Govern-
mant, imploting their continued etay,
More than three weeks after the fimt
alarm, ke Governer zend o supply of
arms inte Prince Williow, Fauguier; and
Orange: Counliop.,. * Fro examinations.
which havo takén place o other coun-
tiss,” saye one of the best newspapor bis-
toriang of the affair, (in the * Richmond
Enguiver™ of Boptomber 6th,) “1 four
that tho sehemo embraced 2 widsr sphors
than I a8 Aest anppessd” Nat Turcer
bimecl, intontionally or atborwiss, in-
croasod the confusion by denying sll
knowledpe of the North (amslina outs
hreak, and deciaring thet ho had com-
municatod his plans Lo hie four confidare
abag within alx’ months | while, on the oth-
er linnd, 8 sleve-girl, sixteon or seventoen
venrz eld, belonging to Selmnen Parker,
tostified thet she had hewrd the sulifeot
discnased for eighteen monthe, and that sk
a meating bald during the previcus May
some ¢ight or ten bad jeined tho plot.

It iz sstonishing to discover, by Inberi
oug comparison of newspaper files, how
voet was the immediata range of thess in-
surrectionary alarme. Every Sonthern
Binis seema to have borne ite harvest of
terror.  On the Yastern ehora of Marys
land great alarm way af once manifested,
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espacinlly in the neighborhood of Easton
and Snowhill; and the houses of eolored
men were searchad for arms evan in Bal-
fimors. In Délaware, thore wero similar
ramora through Bussex and Dover Conn-
tics ; there wars arresls and exceulions;
and in Somerset Counly pgreat publie
meefings were licld, to demand additton-
al aafeguards,  On eloction-day, in Seax
ford, Del, soma young men, going out fo
hunt rabbits, discharged their gons in
sport; the men being absent, all the wom-
on In the vicinity took fo fight { the alann
spread like the # Ipswich Fright”; soon
Beaford was thronged with armed inen;
and when the bays returned from lunt-
ing, (hey found cannon drawn out {o re-
gaive tham.

In Rorth Carcling, Ralsigh ond Fay-
otioville were put under military defence,
and women and shildren concenled them-
solves jis the swamps foe many days, The
rebel orgenization was snppossd to in-
olnde two thousand, Forty-six elaves
wera inprisonad in Union County, bwan-
ty-five in Sampacn County, and Eweirty-
thres at least in Daplin County, some of
whom #are pxecutads,. The npaoie also
extondod info Wayne, How Ilasovar; and
Lauoir Counties, Foor men were shob
without trial in Wilmington, — Nimvod,
Abrabam, Prines, and # Dan the Deay-
man,” the Jatter kman of sevonty, —snd
hair hoads placed on palos at the fonr
eorners of the town,  Noarly two months
aflarwardy the trigle wore stifl contimuing ;
and at a till Inter day, the Governor in
s pwc}amzﬁon regommended the for
mamn of vorpenies of oluntaers I o ev-

%ﬁt%x vl ﬁnyna 18-
sued a prwlamaﬁoﬁ “ to preve the grooad-
lessness of the existing alarms)” — thus
iraplying that serious alarms oxistea. In
Macon, (eorgia, the whole population
wara ramsed from their bods at midnight
by a report of o Targe force of armed ne-
groes five milss off. In an bour, every
women and child waa doposited in the
largest building of the town, and & milita.
ry foreo bastily oolleeted in frondt. The
edilor of the Mscon # Mesenger™ excns-
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ad the poor condition of his paper, & fow
days afterwards, by the abworption of bis
workimert in ystrol duties, and"deseribes
“dismay and tervor” 29 tha condition of
tha peoplo, of ol ages and sexes” Io
Jones, Fwizgs, and Monree Counties, the
samne alarms wers roported ; and in ono
place Y several glnves wore tied Lo a tree,
while & militin captafn hacked at them
with bis sword

In Alabame, at Columbus and Fort
Jfitebell, a yumor was spread of a joint
eonspiracy of Indiasa and negross, At
Claiborno the panie was stlfl greater ; the

staves were said {o bo thoroughly ergan-
ized through thit-part-ofitho-Stateyand °

multitedes wore imprisoned
alarm being spporoutly fonnded oa one
stray copy of the ® Liberater,”

ths whels

In Tanneam, the Shelbyville * Freo-

man® anneunced that an Insorreclionsry

plot had just Losn discovered, barely in

time for its dofeat, through the treachory

of 8 fopols slave. Tn Louigvills, Ken- |

tuekyya dmiler organization was diseov-

ved or imagined, and arrests wore mada .

in consequence. The popers, from mo~

tves of poliey, do not nohuz the divturb- |

atots’ ane GOt nf to the

anao,”

Portland # Courier” “ Pity us!™ be add- |

ed,

But the grenfest buhble burstin Yon-

isiana, Ceplain Alexander, an English
tourit, arriving in Naw Orleaws at the
beginning of Sepiember, found the whols
eity in tumalt.  Handbills kad boen is.
#nod, appealing to the slavea fo rise agalnst
thoir masters, saying that &ll men wers
born eqnal, declaring that Hennibal was
sk inay, edd "ﬁ?&t ﬁit?}' g rmight
%avo groat Jadors among them, Twelve
hundred stand of yaapens were said {o
have been found in 2 black man's bouse;
five hundred eitizsns werd undar arme,
and four companies of regilars wore o
derad to the eity, whosse barracks Alex-
auder himsell visited.

If suell worg the slarm in New Op
laans, the stovy; of course, lost nothing by
transmimion o other Slave States. A
runor renched Frankfort, Kentoeky, that
the slaves already had possession of the

ot
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coast, both above and below Now Qs
loana.  But tho mest remarkable eiroun-
atance iz, thak all this scoms to havo beon
a mere ravival of an old terror, oneo be-
jore axelted snd exploded. The fllow-
ing povagraph had appeared in the Jack-
souvills {Georgia) * Observer,” during
the spring provious s~

#Pranvun Dmeovery. Wo wera
favored, by yesterday’s mail, with a Jettar
from New Orleans, of May Ist, in which
wo find that sn Important discovery had
Lean made & few daya provious in that
city, The following i an exteact:—
t¥our days ngo, Bs some plantsrs ware
digging under ground, thay found asquare
room containing cleven thousand stand
of armg and fifteen thopsand earteidges,
each of the eartridges coniaining a bul
lot.' 1t s soid the negroes intended to
risa s soon B8 the eickly season began,
and obtain possession of the ity by mas-
saering the white population, The same
Jetter states that the reayor had prohibit.
o the opening of Sunday.schools for the
instruction of blacks, under a ponalty
of five lmndred dollavs for the first b
fones, and for the seeond; death.”

Siich were the terrava that exme baek
from nine other Slave States, aa ibe echo
of the voice of Mat Turner; and when it
i3 slso known that tha subject was at
oneo taken up by the legislatures of oth-
ar Siates, where thers was no publie pan-
ie, a8 in Missourt and Tennesses, - and
when, Bonlly, it is added that reperts of
ingurrection had boon arviving all that
year from Rio Jansiro, Martinique, St
Json, Antigua, Caraceas, and Tortola, &
iz casy to seo with what prolonged dis
fress the accumalated terrer must have
woighed down upon Virginia, duving the
two months that Nat Turner lay bid.

True, theve were a thousand nen in
arms in Southamplan Covnty, t0 inspire
seeurity, Bt the blow had been astruck
by only seven men befere; and unless
there wera an armed guard in evory
heuse, who could tell bat any bouse might
at auny moment bo the scens of new hor-
tors? They might kill or imprison unre-
sisting nogroes by day, bt eould they re-
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sist their avengers by night 7 # The balf
sannet be {old,” wrote s lady from anothe
er part of Virginia, at this time, *of the
distresses of the people. In Southampten
County, the scena of the insurreetion, the
distrasy begpars deseription, A pentle-
man who has been thero says that even
boro, wheve there has boon greal alarm,
wo bave ne idoa of £ho situation of those
in that county, , . . . I do not hesitako
to belicvs that many negroes around us
woull join in a massacre as horsible na
that whizh bas taken place, if an oppor-
tunity should offer”

Meanwhile tho ¢avso of all this terror
wag mado the objest of deaporate searth,
On September 17th the Governor offor
ofd & reward of five hundwd dollars for
hia capture, and there were other vewnyds
swelling the amomunt to elevon bundred
dollars,— but in vain. No one vould
track or trap him.  On September 36th
a minuie aceonnt of hig saplure appear-
ed in the newspapers, but ik was whol-
Iy falze. On October 7th there was an-
other, and on Oecfcher 18th snothor;
thoot foundation, Worn ont
it “Hielylittle -oavo, Mat
Turner grew more adventurons, and be-
gan to move about stealthily by night,
afrald to speak to any humon being, but
hoping to obtain some information that”
might aid his peeape. Returning regu-
larly to his retreat befove dayhroak, he
might possibly have continued this mode
of life until parsuit bad consed, had not a
dog soceeeded whero men had failed,
The ereature aca;denta!ly smelt out the
provigions hid in the cave, ‘and fnally
Yed thitficr hia mastérs, twd nogroes, gne
of whom was named Nelson.  On diseoy-
ering the terrible fugitive, they flod pre-
eipitately, whan Le hsatened Lo retreat
in an opposite direction. This was on
October 16th, and from this moment the
neighborhood was sl slive with excite-
mant and five or sz bandred men up-
dortock the pursuis.

It shows o more than Indian adroit-
ness in Nat Turmer to have sscaped eap-
turs any longer. The cave, the arms,
the provisions were found; sud lying
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among them the nptehed stick of this

misorabie Robinson Cruseo, marked with..
flva wenty wosks aud aix days, But the

man was gons.  For ien days moro le

concenlod himeelf among the whant-stacks

on Mr, Franeids plantation, and during

thiz thue was reduced plmest to despain,

Oneo ba deeided to surronder himsnlf,

ansd walked by night within two miles of

Jornsalem befora Is purpose failed him.

Three times ho triad to gat out of dat

neighborbond, hut i ealn: dravelling by

day was, of course, out of the yuesiion,

and by night he fund it jwpossible to

clude the patrol. Agnin and again, thero-
fare, he retumed to bia Liding-place, and
dnring  his whole two menthy’ fberty

never wont five miles from tho Cross
Keys. On the 25b of October, he was
it last discovercd by Mr. Francis, aa he
was omerging from o stask. A load of

bnekshot was instantly discharged at him,

tmalve of which passed threuph his bag
za he foll to ibe ground, He sscaped
even then, but his porsters ware rapidly
eoncontraling upon him, and 3 ia perfegt
Iy astanishing that be could bave cluded
thea for Ave dnys more.

On Bunday, Ostuber 3*0%1], a.man
namod Benjamin Phipps, geing out for
1ha firsk time on patrol dufy, was passing
at noon a clearing in the woods whero &
ninber of pine-reo: bad leng since bean
folled. Thore was & motion among their
bonghss ha stopped to watch it ond
through & gap in the branches Im 52W,
amerging from a bols in the eavth be-
neath, the face of Nat Turner. Aiming
kiz gun instantly, Phipps ealled on him to

surrender.  The fugitive, sx'hamied with,

m&gmm& prigation,, emeagg&ui m the
ranches, armad obly willi a sword, had
nething to do but fo yield | sagacionsly
rofecting, nlsa, a3 be afterdards explain-
ed, that the woods were full of armed
mgn, and that he had better trisé fortuna
for some later chnnee of eseape, natend
of desperntely attempting it then. Ha
was corraot in the first impression, sincy
there were fifly anmed scouts within a
cirouit of two miles. His tneurrection
endof where it'bagan ; for this spot was
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only a mile and & helf from tho houss of
Joseph Travis, i
fi’omg emaciated, ragged, *a mere seare-
erow,” 5Bl wearlug tho bat perforated
with buckebot, with his srma bound to
big sides, ho wns drivon before the lev- i
affed pun to the nenrest bousg, that of
& Mr, Edwarda. He was eonfined there |
that night; but the news had spread s0
ra;nély tbut within an hour after lis ax-
rival n hundred pomsons lmd collected,
and tho exeitoment bocamo 30 intense
¥ that it was with difficuity bo could ba
sonveyed alive to Jernsalem” The en-
thusism gprond instanily theough Vi
ginia; My, Trozvant,tho. Jermsalow post-
misster, sant noticos of it far and near|
and Governor Floyd hinsolf wroto 4 let-
tor to the * Rivhmond Xinqguirer” to give
ofiiciatl annowncement of tho momantous
eapiure,

When Nat Turner was asked by Mr,
T. B Gray, tho counsel assigned him,’
whe&hﬁr, aiﬂmuaga defeated, hio siill ho~
liavad in his own i’mvzdemml mizaio,
he moswerod, as simply a8 one whe came
thirty yoars after him, *VWas nob Chodat
erucified 27 In the same spirit, when ar-
ralgnad. hafgre. the: sopptyihesanewsitd,

+ Not guilty, saying to bis coungel that ho
did not feel 30  Bub apparently 1o are
gumendt was made in hia favor by hiz coun-
sel, nar wers any witnesses enlled,—be
being cenvieted on the testimony of Levi
Waller, and. upon bla ovn gonfossion,
which was pot in by 3. Gray, aud ae-
knowledged by tho prismaer befors the
six justices composing the court, 83 be-
ing *fuil, fres, and voluntary” He was

.theralbry plmd in therparadoxlial po-

sition of-nenviction: by ‘his cwn confhs-
slon, under & plea of * Not grilty.” The
arrest toek place on the thinieth of Qo
teher, 1821, the cenfession an tho firet of
Noveuhor, the tral and conviclicn on
the fith, and the execution on the follow-
fng Friday, the cleventh of November,
precisely al noon. He met ks death
with perfect compoaurs, declined address-
ing the multitude assembied, and told the
sberiff in & firm voies {hat he was ready.
Angther acoount says that ke “betrayed

3
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no emolion, and even harsied the exsen-
tionar in the porformnnne of lis dugy”
@ Nat 8 limb nor & musels wag cbeerved
to move. Iis body, sfter bis death, was
. given ovor to tho surgeons for disoc-
tion.”
This Tast statement merits remark.
There would be no evidence that this
formidahle man was not favored doving
. bie fmprisonment with that full meas.
- ure of luxury which sleve-jails afford to
-~ glaves, but for & rumor which aross after
- the oxecation, that he was compelied to
89l his bedy in advance, for purposes of
disection, in exchange for food. Bat it
deos not appear probable, from the known
babits of Southern anatomists, that any
- auph bargain conld linve been needed,
For in the ciraular of the Bouth Caro.
lina Medical School for that very year I
find this remarkable sugmeation : —* Bamo
advauotages of & peenliar eharvneter are
conncetad with this institation, Noplaes
in ths United States affords so great op-
porturitica for the acquisition of medieal
' knowledge, subjeots boing obtained among
. tho colered population,in sufficient anm.
ber for avery purpose, and proper dis-
soeticiis vavried on without offending any
individual”  What & econvenlenze, io
possees for seiontific purposes a ewase of
population sufficiently buwan to bo dis-
sucted, bat nob humaxn gnough te be sop-
pesed to take offence at itl
“mamie arrangement wmay be supposed to
! have oxisted in Virginia, Nat Tuener
- would hardly have gone through the
' formality of sclling his bady for food
. to thosa who claimed itz sonteel 8t any
rate. *=

The Gonfession of the vaptive was pub.
lished under authority of Mr, Gray, in a
pamyblet, sk Baltimore. Fifty thousand
eopioe of It ave snid to havo beon printed,
and it was ** ombellished with an sceurate
likensse of the brignad, taken hy Mr
John Crawley, portrait-painter, and ltho-
praphed by Endieott & Swait, at Baltl-
more.”  The newly poblished * Libera-
tor " snid of 36, 6% the time, that i would
“only serva to rouss up other laaders,
and hasten other inaurractions,” and ad-

0
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vised grand juries to fudiet Mr. Gray. I
hiwee navor scen a copy of the original
pamphlet, it je not o be found in any -
of oar publie libraries, and I havo heard
of but one as still existing, although the
Confussion itsclf bas been vapostedly ve-
printed. Another Bmall pamphlet, con-
taining the main fortores of the outbreak,
wes published st Few York during the
samé year, and this Is in ™y possessien.
Bug the greater part of the focts which
1 have given woro gleaned from the con-
LOMPOTArY NeWSPADETS.

Who now shail go back thirly years
and road tho keart of this exhasrdinary
maxn, who, by the admission of his eap-
tors, * naver was knoawn to swear an cath
o drink a drop of apirits,”— wlie, on tha
sne authority, # for natural inteiligonce
and quitksese of apprehension was sur-
passed by fow wen,” “will o mind ca-
pable of attaining anything,"-— who knew
no book but his Bible, and that by heart,
~—ho devoted Linself soul nnd bedy to
{he eausa of o race, without o trace of
persousl hope or foar,— whe Isid his

enme at Jost
with Jess warning then any gartheguake
on the doomed community avonnd, — and
wha, when that time arvived, took the life
of man, woman, and child, without o throh
of compunefion, 8 word of exultation,
or an seb of superfivous ontrage?  Nrs,
Stowe's “Dired” sooms dim and mele
dramatic boside the netual Nat Tornon,
Do Qnineoy’s “ Avenger ” ia his only par
allel In imaginative Hitorature: similag
wrongs, gimilar rofnibution, My Gray,
his selfappointed confessor, riss info o

-port of hewildered enthusiasm, with the

prisener beforo him. ¢TI ghall not at
temnpt to deseribe the offcet of his narra-
tive, ag told and commoepled ou by him.
solf, in the condemned-hole of tho pris
ot The salm, deliberato composnre with
which he spoke of Iis late deeds and in-
tentions, the nxpression of his fiend-like
faco whon excited Dy onthusiasm, still
bearing the siaing of the blood of help-
loss innovensa shout him, clothed with
rags and govered with chains, yot dering
{o ralse his manacled bands to hoaven,
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with & spinf soating above the atiributes
of man,— I looked on bim, asd the blgad
onrdled in my veins?

Hut the more romarkablo the personal

churactor of Nat Turner, the greater tha
smagoment folt that he sbould net have
appreciated the extreme [elicity of His
pasition ne a slave,  To all Joswrroctions,
the standing wondor seams te bo that the
slaves most trusted and best used sheuld
be most deeply invelved. So in this
cose, a8 usual, (hey resorted {o the most
netonishing theories of the origin of the
affair, “One sttributed it to Froe-Masan-
ty, axd another lo freo whiskay,— liber-
ty eppearing dangerous; evon in thess
forme. “Fhe poor whites chargad if opon
the frea colored peoplo, and urged their
expulsion, forgetting that in North Caro-
finn the plot was betrayed by ona of this
class, and that in Virgiuia thevo were but
two ongaged, both of whom had slave-
wives. The slaveholding clergymen tra-
oodl It to wantof knowledgo of the Bible,
frgettiog that ¥at Turner kngw seares-
Iy anything else, On iba,gtbﬁﬁ%aaq!
"a dasuﬂgmsi:ar] eitizen of Virgmin
sombined in one s\veegmu denungis-
tion-# Northarn fnoendiaries; teadbiptin-
dny-schools, religion, roading, and writ-
ing”
. But whether the thearies of jts origin
weare wise ot fogdish, fhe ingurrection mado
its mark, and the femoes band of Yirgin-
is smancipationisiz who all ibat wintor
made the Housa of Dolepnien ring with
unavalling eloquance—4ll the ris of
glave-exportation to new colion regions
s%foppad their vaives — were but the un-
consaious moyth - ﬁg&cﬁ& pf. Nat Tumner.
16t unry; 1895 I Yepl@to 3 womber
who hat called the omtbresk s *petty
affhir,” tha cloquent James MeDowell
thes described the fmpression it lalt he.
Find £

H Now, 8ir, I ask you, I ask pentlemen,
in conseiencs to say, was that & ¢ pefty
affair’ which startled the feelings of your
whole population, — which threw a por-
tion of it into alarm, a portion of it info
panie,— which wroug eot from an al-
fHighted peopls the shirilling cry, day af

FY
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ter day, conveyed to your axecutivg
« We are in peril of our fives ; yend uz an
army for defence’? Was that s * peity
affair’ which drove femilios from their
iwmns,—which agsembled women and
childvon in erowds, without shelier, at’
ploces of vommon refuge, in every con-.
ditfon of weaknots snd Inflrmity, mtdor
overy suflering whivh want and l&mr
eould inflict, yet willing to endure all,’
willing to meat doatk from fsmine, death
fron: elimate, death from bardships, pre-
Torring anything reiher than the horrors
of meeting it from o domestic assassin ¥
‘Whasz that e *peity affair’ which erected
paaeoﬁsi and: ponfiding: sportion..of the:
State info a msiatary SEMP, - which ot
Jowad from pity the uofortenate beings
whose brothers bad offended, — which:
barred avery deor, penetrated svory bos-
om with fesr or suspicion,— whick o’
banisbed gvery senao of seturity from.v-
ory man's dwelling, that, let bub a hoof:
or hom brsa&gg;uppzz iha dlanee of the:
night, and-&h" geling throb would be)
driven 1o tho beart, the Insband would
Took to bis weapon, and thie mother wonld’
shudder angd weep upon her eradle?
Was Ibahafbaiot WEb-Tirier 4 his
doluded, diomken handful of followers,,
which produced such afToets 7 Waa it this
that indueedl distant counties, where the’
very nemae of Suuthampto:z was strange,
to arm and equip for o steapgle ? NG,
Bir, it waa the snspivion sternally attach
ed to tho slave himself, =~ the spspicton
that & Nat Turner might he i ayery
fumily,~that the same bleody deed
might be acted over at any time and in’
» materldiy for It
ha Iand, and wors.
always raady fora ]Ikﬁ explosion. Noth-:
ing but the forea of this withering appre.’
honsion, — nothing Lot the paralyzing
and deatdening weight with which it falls:
upon and prostrates the beart of svery
man who haa helpless dependants to pro-
teet, —nothing bet thiscould have thrown |
a brave peopleinto conaternation, or could
heve mado any pertion of this powerfnl
Commonweglik, for & singla instant, & .
have quailed and trombled.” 3
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While theso things were peing on, the
suthusiasm for the Polish Revolntion was
rising to ilg beight. The nation was ring-
ing with n penl of joy, on hoaring that &t
Frankfort the Pales had killed foartoan
thousand Russians.  * The Southarn Re-
ligious Telegroph * was publishing an im-

asioned address to Komsduskoj stand-
#ids wero being consecrated for Poland
in tho lnrger vitiesy herosy, Jka Skrzy-
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necki, Czarforyski, Rozyski, Kaminski,
were ohicking the tramp of Fame with
their comphented patronymics. These
ara all forgotten now; and this poor ne-
gro, who did not even possesa a name,
heyond ong abrapt monosyllable, — for
even the ama of Turngr waa the maa-
fer's properly,— otill lives & memory of
terror and & gymbol of refribution tri-
umphané

v-tTma mas wha, in his progress through
{ife, line Hatenod with attention to £§:e
zonversation of human beings, who has
cavefully read tho writings of the best
Engiish suthors, who Las wede himself

well sequuinted with tho~bistory mnd’

isages of his nafive lnnd, Hid who has
sieditated wuch on all Ese has seon sud
rdad, musk have been led fo the firm
eonvietion that by Vean those who speak
the English langunge intend to doneto

es?n of ealves, and that by a calf is
i an immature ox or cow, A
i '--e oature in ® tomgorary and
;}rourégswe%%egﬁ of its being. It will
tiot always Be a ealfy if i live long
enough, it will assuradly cease to be a
eall.  And i impatient maa, areesting
ths erentuve at that stage, should conaign

it-dn the hands of him whose buainess it

is o convert the sentlent anbnal jute the
impassive ead unconscious meal, the ng-
triment which the creatsre will afford
will be nothing more than immature beefl
Thera mny be many qualities of Verd;
the calf which yiclds it may dis at very
diffrent stages in its pliysieal and moral

development; but provided only it dis’

as o oalf, —provided only that ils mest
aan fitly be styled Veal,—kis will be
eharacteristie of it, shat the meat ghall be
imgmature weat. 16 may ho very pood,

abipe

CONCERNING VEAL:

4 DISCOURSE OF IMMATORITY.

vary nutritions and palatabls; soms peo-
ple may Yike it botter than Beef] and may
foed wnon it with the liveliest safiafaction ;
but whon it iz faizly and deliberately put
to vs, it must bo adnitted, even by such
a0 lika Veal tho best, that Yeal in bat an
TmiseEd Hrstuotian, sof-Nature, 1 take
‘Veal, therofore, ne the emhlem of Tarara-
Uiy~ of that which is pow In a
stage out of which it must grow,——of
that which, ns timo gees on, will grow
older, will prebably grow better, will cor-
tainly grow very difforent, Thal fn whab
T smican by Veal

Arnd wow, my reader and friend, you
will digeern the subjoet sboub wiieh I
trugt wo aro to hsve some plessant and
not unprofitable thought tegatler. Ton
will readily boHeve that my subjeet is not
that material Veal which may be hebeld
and purchased {n the batehers' shops. 1
am nok now to treat of it variod qualities,
of tho sustenanes whick {6 yislds, of tho
price ot which il may be procured, or of
the laws secording ko which that prics
vises and falle. I am not going to take
you to the green fields in which the erea-
ture which yiclded the Veal was fid, or
to discourse of tho blesaming hawthora
hodges from whose midst it was relUaway.
Neithar shall 1 spegk of 1he rustic Hfy, the
toils, cares, and fancles of the favm-hiouss

-
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s um: mh!e!; it spontitetnied lfotinza:' The  ealfooTbmay think isolf bggér and wiss
Véul of which I fneand to apaa]& is Moral or than an ox, bub i knows it js not an
Veal, or (to speak with entire ascuracy)  ox. . And ifit bo & reasonable calf, mods
Veal Intg??aﬁfhti],}ioraig and Esthetival.  ost, and frec from prejudice, i i3 we
Dy Veal undarstand the irmmatars pro-  awars thot the joints &t will yleld after
duotions of the hwman mind,— immature . s domise will ho vory difforent from
Bemgoﬁitians, itmature opinlods, foolings,  those of the stabely and well-consolidated
T wish ta think of the work, ok which ruminates in the rich pasturg
thioviews, thcs fancies, the amcimna, which nenr 3 But tho human boy often thinkg
ar yiclled by the human soul in its ime ke i3 2 man, and evén Jnore than a ma;
TRREID sﬁnges,ww!alle the edlf (8o o H&-fuﬁl’ciﬁsﬁﬂiat ‘Ms mehtal stature is af
gpenk) is only growing juto the ox,— big and as selid as it will evar become,
white the clever boy, ‘with sbis-absuid He fancies that his: thental y?oduehonﬁ
b;;mloua and foverish feolings and fan- —tho poems snd essays !ae writes, thy
cios; :s dmelepmg into klm matxzm and pdzf%hal end smt&? vww& he femm, &

womes whon he looks back with amém

- whigh, 'ona has thoug ment and shamo on thoss early fontal

éeplyiwere always ¢ Ea& produahmm He discorns ‘now how im

Wit best, and: conld  wing !
h .

aly.
ume, ho had ﬁo& the Jeagt idan -that th
were 56, e Lad edtive eonifidonce

theaght and styls it was wryk
when:yau iyt dulay;~and not Macanlay in
tii fﬂeimgsa {he/atmosphero ai‘VeaLy:bnEE:' ‘

Tbarﬁ Gan be ne quessmn at all ag to }sy tho staieliest 9&& A
the fact, that clever young men and  oxen. Well, reail ove
women, whan 2hen' mmés hegm to opeﬁ, at thirty, and tglj,s&% s

; o AR youy

mcher of twenty-fonr,
¥ WO ; it was yery Ingen.
gmw, and entoridin - opinions aud. be-  Jous; very brilliantin siyle, and you nevor,
Hefy-and feel emotions, on which alers  thought but that it would be felt By ma
wards they ook back with no sym;;athy turesminded Christian poople a3 suiting -
ovapproval.  This is a fact as evrtaln as  thelr cnse, a8 Lrun to. their inmost X
grows into an o, or that veal, perience. You could not see why you
w, will become beof. But might not preach as woll az.a man of
it forty. Azz:l if’ peoplein-mhldle‘ars had
s, hiaty eloquint 1s your proach-
. gunci it auftod thom better
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