Bentiments of the Blava Trade ln the South
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Those who seek to  jastily  the re-opening of
the teade in African slaves rely u delence ol
their apinions and  policy upon two grauods —
“The first is, that the laws of Congress probibic-
ing the trade and declaviog those who may en-
gagd in it guilty of piracy awre unconstitutionnl—
that it is beyond  the power of Congress 10 say
that the laboring population of any State ghall
not be added to in ruch manner as the people of
guch State ahall consider most expedient and pro-
per.  The second ground of justitication is, that |
mllowing the lawa to be eonstitesionnl, that insteus |
ment having been sob at defianee by the rescuecs |
of tugitive alaves and nullitiors at the Nocth, it
igno longer binding as n compact dpon the peo-
ple of the Sonth. | '

It is an effecton]l anawer o the first proposis |
tion to say, that whatever individual members
of society may think orsay of the laws, thie jrucli«
cinl nuthoritiss ot the countryethe only power |
compietent to pues apon theme=prominent among |
whom are two nbie Jndges residiog in two |
Bouthern States; (Cavoling aod Georgin) have
'deliverad from the bench woll eonsiderad deci-
|qi¢uu, decluring that those laws are constitution- 1'
‘al, aud that Congress had a porfeet tight o pasd
‘thew, This simple fact 12 0 complete extingalsh-
er to the objection. |
- Awn regarde the second olyection, we thiok
those who make it have certninle not sérioasly
considered its import,  Have they not, time and |
peaing wmd ten thousamd times ovoer, denouaeed |
the slave vescuers and opponents of law ot the
North naan intfhmous Ium[I of tradtora-aod funat.
el knavea?  Hag pot the whole yogabulary of ]
epitheta been empticd upon their anprineipled
guilty bemls, apd have we pot all denounged
their conduct, m =etting up & higher law than
the constitution, as buse and revolutlonary !
Who, aguin, are the men st the North who en- |
gage in such diggeacelul amd trensonable pro= |
eeedings] It s true one’ Stute has endursed |
suchcoudact, in a time of high political excite
ment, by legislative enactmenis, yet she is be |
ginning to feel the dishonor of  bad Bith aod to
Anaugurate measures ol repeal, a b

The men at the Nocth who engage o shis dig-
reputable gonduct are  free negroes aod mobs 6f
Cwhite vagnbonds equally, iF not more despicable, |
all combined under the lead of o few veazy (-
uafies, who linve no countenanee leom the sober
and patviotie element ol society,  1s it the ox-
ample of such men that the South is enlled on o
imitate?  Is iv on o platioem gide by side with
guch eraatures that you would place the deeeat,
vespectable, and law-abiding people of Geoegia !
No one, we apprehend, will stand up boldly and
counsel such n policy; sl yet such is the eflect
of the argument, aud you can mike nothing else
of it. The friends ot the slave wade would put
us i that position, and yet theee is not o mau ol
them 'whio would ol consider bimsell insulted
and call for pistols und collee for & dozey, dud
any ome intimate that bhe j# W be found in the
very company that e recommemls so esrnestly
to others. We'think the wivice bad, and"the
company worge, and shall nol ooly reject both;
hut prevail on w1l wé can to lullow our example,
‘W lwve, from the very begioning, congidered
these Northern higher law men as u despicable
clan of fanatics and Tools, repkless alikeof their
own charneter nnd the best uiteresia of the ceun-
ary; and we sholl not; at this day, when woe wre
doing what weean to thwart their wicked Jesigns,
compromise ourselves by following in their foot:
Ateps amd setting the laws of our countey al defl-
ance.  Kyven should o whole State at the North,
by o unanimous vote of bher citizens, proye recre-
ant to her constitutional obligntton®, it would be
no reagon why Georginoslould place herself in s
like position.  Nor would it be grobod ol oum-
plaint agninst the fedeml government and w li-
cense to resist its laws, while that goyernment
has done ita canstitutionl duty by In;,-'uh!.g wllne-
CUssAry luwa for our ||rl.+l.|:u.:l.".ul|.. i

AW think, then, thesp two arguments. arg af-
tectaally disposed of,

But the argunment of 1he iriendo of law and
order iti the case now claiming the publie nt-
tention dues not #top here.  Thepa is a higher
and more sacred ground than they oceupy—one
to which there can be no demurrer, sophistical
or otherwise, and from which they can nppeal to
the sepse of right and loyalty of every Geor
%hm. Gruul.]u%. for (he argdmpent, thut the

ul

ot has violuted her constitutional abliga-
tious, that her bad Liith has relieved us from
our share of the compuet, and that the lederal
‘government has {ovfeited the reapect und alle-
giance of Bouthern mon—Iet all these things be
#0, Lthere yet remains upon the eitizens of (Geor-
Eﬂ'np}uh_bitimn which no man will dare say he
ad a right to set aside, “The good old State
from whose bosom we sprung, or by whom we
have been protected in our rights aod liberty,
has never yet (orfaited Ler cluim to the respect
aud obedience of her childteg, 16 is her sonsti-
tutipn and her laws thit winow apsert In oppo-
gition to the Atrigan slave trade, and where
i# the man that will dare come forward aud
Hing deflance at Ler commandsT Who will say
that those who yield obedienng to her hehesta
ara blagk repubficnns in pringiple and enemigs
tothe Bouth? | : ] 44
~In the eleventh gection, fourth article, of the
constitution of Georgia i« tbie found the follow:
lng clauge; o : '
“There aball be no future lmportation  of
slaves into this Btate from Alrien, ov nuy for
aigh place, after the firse day of October next.
(1794.) _ '
“"I'here itstands, in our very ‘organic law, the
solemn eondemnation of sur patriot fuiliers up-
on this illieit traffie.  Let ever vy " Georginn, remd
it and bow to the majesty of the Taws of Lis own
State;, whatevee hi: mav think af federal hehesta
and etagiments.
- Butngrin: the Legistatare of (Georgia, for-dhe
purpose of giving effeck 1o this provigion of thé
copatitution, amd ' in aid of the federal lnw, on
the  nineteenth of December, 1817, pased a
:;.:t.ule. from which we copy thefollowing sec-
ana;— . : i
Secl. 1t abull be lawiil for his Excsllency
the Governor, and he'is hereby aathorized to ap-
point some fit nnd proper person o proeeed to
all such ports and places within this  State’ as
have or may have, or way Flrerenfter hold ‘auy
negroes, mulatboeal or persony of color, a8 may
have been or hereafter moy be aeidwdby eon-
demned ungler the aboveé resited aet of Congreds
‘et 1H0H, ) and who mny ba aubjest to the eon-
trol of this State, ond the person so appointed
shiall have full power and authority 1o ask, da
mamd, and recover and receive a1l sueh ne-
penes, mulaitoes, or persons of eolor, and coa-
vey the pame to Milledgaville and placa them
upder tho immedinta control of the Executiveof
thia Htate. - A,
sec. 30 s Bxeallency the Governor ig hershy
empowered to cmlt'hhﬂ #inid negroes, mulattocs,
or persoud of color, W by seld, alter giviog sixty
days’ notice in & }iuhliu{;nm:l-h.', in such -mwanuer
ng e may think bese ealcalated for the Tnterésw
ot this State.~fColib Digast, po BBy 00
- In ndditon to this, the Lezislnose of (tedrgin,
;:n tlmﬁlﬂl_h December, 1515, paswed the follow -
nE wek:=—
i'ﬂi‘l‘mﬂ; numhbers of Afriean slives hn.'u‘hﬁhn_'_
illegnlly introduced into tha state in direet wo-
dation of the lnws of the United States and of
this Sute— |
Soc. 1. Be it therefore” opacted, That for the
'encouragement ol those whio have need, or shall’
s¢ thelr elforts b0 suppreds this  teaffie, by do-
forming agninst and seizing the aluyes po import
ed, they ahall, on Ganl condemnation of the saw e,
aw forfeited to the State, receive one-tenth of the
a nt of the net proceeds of the snles'of the
anmee Prowided, nothing berein contained shall
e so constroed ue to extend farthgr back thap
the yedr 1817 .-~/ Coble’a Digest, p. 994 )




